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Foodsize Catfish Sales Up 6 Percent from 2018 
 
 
Arkansas catfish producers had 7.03 million foodsize fish on January 1, 2020, down 34 percent from a year ago. The 

number of large foodsize inventory on hand totaled 230,000 fish. Medium foodsize inventory, at 2.84 million fish; while, 

small foodsize inventory at 3.96 million fish. Arkansas catfish growers had foodsize fish sales of $19.7 million during 

2019, up 6 percent from 2018.  

 
 

Catfish Inventory and Live Weight by Type and Size - Arkansas: January 1, 2019 and 2020 

Size 
category 

Number of fish Total live weight Average live weight 

2019 2020 
Percent of 

previous year 
2019 2020 

Percent of 
previous year 

2019 2020 

  (1,000) (1,000) (percent) 
(1,000 

pounds) 
(1,000 

pounds) 
(percent) 

(pounds 
per fish) 

(pounds 
per fish) 

Broodfish   ...........  
All foodsize   ........  
  Large  ..................  
  Medium ...............  
  Small  ..................  

(D) 
10,620 

(D) 
(D) 

6,370 

(D) 
7,030 

230 
2,840 
3,960 

(NA) 
66 

(NA) 
(NA) 

62 

(D) 
14,950 

(D) 
(D) 

6,150 

(D) 
10,208 

808 
5,450 
3,950 

(NA) 
68 

(NA) 
(NA) 

64 

(D) 
(NA) 

(D) 
(D) 
1.0 

(D) 
(NA) 

3.5 
1.9 
1.0 

  
  

      
(pounds per 
1,000 fish) 

(pounds per 
1,000 fish) 

All stockers  .........  
  Large  ..................  
  Small  ..................  
Fingerlings  ..........  

36,650 
(D) 
(D) 

13,300 

30,590 
(D) 
(D) 

19,300 

83 
(NA) 
(NA) 
145 

4,850 
(D) 
(D) 
521 

3,990 
(D) 
(D) 
712 

82 
(NA) 
(NA) 
137 

(NA) 
(D) 
(D) 

39.2 

(NA) 
(D) 
(D) 

36.9 

 (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
 (NA) Not available. 

 
 

Catfish Inventory and Live Weight by Type and Size - United States: January 1, 2019 and 2020 

Size 
category 

Number of fish Total live weight Average live weight 

2019 2020 
Percent of 

previous year 
2019 2020 

Percent of 
previous year 

2019 2020 

  (1,000) (1,000) (percent) 
(1,000 

pounds) 
(1,000 

pounds) 
(percent) 

(pounds 
per fish) 

(pounds 
per fish) 

Broodfish  ............  
All foodfish  ..........  
  Large  ..................  
  Medium ...............  
  Small  ..................  

560 
159,735 

6,970 
54,275 
98,490 

500 
147,400 

4,825 
56,290 
86,285 

89 
92 
69 

104 
88 

2,659 
227,299 
25,908 

102,509 
98,882 

2,393 
208,631 
17,187 

104,847 
86,597 

90 
92 
66 

102 
88 

4.7 
(NA) 

3.7 
1.9 
1.0 

4.8 
(NA) 

3.6 
1.9 
1.0 

  
  

      
(pounds per 
1,000 fish) 

(pounds per 
1,000 fish) 

All stockers  .........  
  Large  ..................  
  Small  ..................  
Fingerlings  ..........  

301,060 
117,570 
183,490 
343,875 

269,660 
110,570 
159,090 
220,635 

90 
94 
87 
64 

62,449 
44,624 
17,825 
9,384 

58,966 
41,778 
17,188 
7,747 

94 
94 
96 
83 

(NA) 
380.0 
97.1 
27.3 

(NA) 
378.0 
108.0 
35.1 

 (NA) Not available. 

 
 
 
 
Definitions Used for Catfish Production 
 Broodfish: Fish kept for egg production, including males, 3 to 10 lbs., or 4 to 6 years of age. 

 Large foodsize: Over 3 lbs. per fish.   Large stockers: 180 to 750 lbs. per 1,000 fish. 

 Medium foodsize: 1 ½ to 3 lbs. per fish.   Small stockers: 60 to 180 lbs. per 1,000 fish or over 6” in length. 

 Small foodsize: ¾ to 1 ½ lbs. per fish.   Fingerlings: 2 to 60 lbs. per 1,000 fish or 2” to 6” in length. 

 

Delta Region – Arkansas Field Office 

10800 Financial Centre Parkway, Suite 110, Little Rock, Arkansas  72211 
(501) 228-9926 · (855) 270-2705 FAX · www.nass.usda.gov 

Cooperating with the University of Arkansas – Division of Agriculture 
 

This report contains the results from the January Catfish Production Survey. These data are also posted on our web site at 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/ar and in a more detailed report at https://www.nass.usda.gov. Thanks to all who responded to this survey. 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/


  

  

 
 

 
 
 

Catfish Sales by Size Category - Arkansas: 2018 and 2019 

Size 
category 

Number of fish 
Live weight sold Average price 

per pound 
Total sales 

Average weight Total 

2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 

  (1,000) (1,000) 
(pounds 
per fish) 

(pounds 
per fish) 

(1,000 
pounds) 

(1,000 
pounds) 

(dollars) (dollars) 
(1,000 
dollars) 

(1,000 
dollars) 

Foodsize  .............................  10,900 10,700 1.7 1.7 18,300 18,600 1.02 1.06 18,666 19,716 

  
  

  
(pounds per 
1,000 fish) 

(pounds per 
1,000 fish) 

      

Fingerlings and fry  ..............  12,400 (D) 38.1 (D) 472 (D) 1.99 (D) 939 (D) 

 (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 

 
 

Catfish Water Surface Acres - Arkansas and United States: January 1, 2019 and 2020 

Item 

Arkansas United States 

2019 2020 
Percent of 

previous year 
2019 2020 

Percent of 
previous year 

  (acres) (acres) (percent) (acres) (acres) (percent) 

Water surface used for catfish production  ...............  
  Foodsize  ...............................................................  
  Fingerlings  ............................................................  
  Broodfish ...............................................................  

4,300 
3,000 

910 
235 

4,000 
2,700 

770 
(D) 

93 
90 
85 

(NA) 

63,320 
51,630 
6,985 
1,830 

61,245 
49,350 
6,420 
1,780 

97 
96 
92 
97 

  (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
(NA) Not available. 
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